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chiefly constructed by the efforts of loving and
beloved collectivity. Everywhere the same cry
is raised: let us make sacrifices for a happier and
better humanity. The number of those who die
for this cause is constantly augmenting. And
these martyrs are devoting themselves, not in the
selfish interest of a heavenly reward, but in the
name of the impersonal principle of the human
race of the future.

The physicians who brave death to enrich science
with an undiscovered microbe; the aeronauts who
expose themselves to the most terrible accidents;
the revolutionists who give their lives for the
Society of the future; the workmen who, without
any immediate necessity, join in the strike, are
all labouring, in the main, solely for the benefit of
generations which perhaps will exist only in their
imagination. And what is this solidarity, which
produces the greatest sacrifices, if not ideal good-
ness, intense goodness, emancipated from the
narrow bonds of the unity of blood or of visible
interests? Of what value are the patriotism and
the virtue, often purely theatrical, of the great
heroes of Greece, almost always fighting for the
spectators, in comparison with the martyrs of
the Russian revolution, who died in obscurity for
the citizenship of the future? The goodness that